
Doing SEM Virtually

Joseph  S. Renzulli
Laurel E. Brandon

Sally M. Reis 

Major Challenges
3. Expanded
Teacher Training  

2.  Easy Access To Resources  

1. Comprehensive Strength Assessment
Profile For All Students



The Twofold Mission Of Our Work Using 
The Schoolwide Enrichment Model

The Regular
Curriculum 
and Total 

School 
Improvement

Special 
Services To 

Targeted 
Students

The main purpose of Schoolwide Enrichment is to increase the 
world’s reservoir of highly creative and productive people. 

Progress is impossible without change, 
and those who cannot change their minds 
cannot change anything.     
George Bernard Shaw, Irish Playwright



Regular 

Classroom

Enrichment Learning and Teaching

TYPE I 

GENERAL 

EXPLORATORY 

ACTIVITIES

TYPE II 

GROUP 

TRAINING 

ACTIVITIES

TYPE III

INDIVIDUAL & SMALL GROUP 

INVESTIGATIONS OF REAL PROBLEMS

Environment        

In General 

The Schoolwide Enrichment Model
Joseph S. Renzulli & Sally M. Reis

www.gifted.uconn.eduService Delivery Components

Comprehensive Strength Assessment Portfolio

Curriculum Modification Techniques (Compacting)

School Structures
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Applying The 
Pedagogy
Of Gifted 

Education To 
Total School

Improvement 

Our
Mission



Interests 

Learning Styles

Expression Styles

Enjoyment of 

Learning

Student     

Engagement

Executive

Functions

Collaboration

Cooperation

Planning

Self-Regulation

Organizing

Curiosity  

The Difference Between
Assessment of Learning

[What Students Already Know] 
And… 

Assessment For Learning
[What Skills They Need To

Learn New Material Enjoyably
And Enthusiastically]

Two Kinds of 

Assessment

JSR
2019
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*Enrichment
Learning

And Teaching

1.  Comprehensive Strength Assessment



2.  Easy Access To Enrichment Resources

Laurel and Sally will cover this topic…



Encouraging A 
Different Role For 

Classroom Teachers

3.  Expanded Teacher Training
A Very Big Challenge

G/T Teachers > 1% of    
The Profession

Classroom Teachers = 
100% of The 
Profession

Enrichment 
Acceleration
Differentiation
Thinking Skills
Individual & Small Group Work
Creative/Productive Projects
A Focus On The 3 Es

“Positive Malcontents”
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In G/T Pedagogy
(Acceleration, 
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How Infusion Works

Use Infusion To Add Enrichment

Activities To All Prescribed Curriculum

BY REGULAR CLASSROOM TEACHERS 



The Standards
(Outcomes) 

Based Curriculum

Today’s Theme
Words

Selection
Infusion

Extension

If you would persuade, you 
must appeal first to interest 
rather than intellect.

Benjamin Franklin
American statesman and inventor

U. S. States 
And Capitals

Multiplication
Tables



Topic

Creative Idea Generator



• A Rap State Song
• Design a state 

motto/logo
• Travel Game (clues 

to find destination)
• Create a 

limerick/poem

• Design a Jeopardy 
style game 

• Who am I? Match 
capitals & states

• Profiles of famous 
people from state

• Create state flag
• Students make   

board game
• Write/choreograph 

state song
• U. S. Dart Board

• Create state    
political cartoons

• Guessing game  for 
state bird/flower

• PR material for 
tourism

• Origin of states

• Major events     
within states

• History of 
transportation 

• Route planning to 
visit all capitals

• Unique facts

• Debate over      
capitol locations

• Photographic essay 
of state/capital

• Character sketch of 
state/capital

State and Capitals
(topic)

22 Ideas in 
10 Minutes!

Creative Idea Generator



Middle Grade Reading and Language Arts Teachers

What are your biggest challenges?

How we you make the stories or books we are using more interesting to students? 

Create a 30-second movie commercial or trailer podcast for the story.
Design a room that a character in the story would like.
Design a cover if the story were made into a book. 
Turn the story into a short play.
Design a movie poster for the story.
Pretend you are a talk-show host and create an interview with the author of the story.
Rewrite the story using a new setting. 
Tell the story through a different character.  
Dress up like the character and retell the story. 
Be a costume designer for a movie version of the story.
Create a graphic novel version of the story.
Suggest what might be a good sequel to this story.
Create a rap or song about the story.
Create two or three illustration to show a photo album of the story in pictures.
Be a newscaster reporting the story.
Create some Jeopardy! questions about the story. 
Link a real social or societal problem that relates to the story.
List other stories or books that have a similar theme.
Write an advice column for the characters in the story.
Rewrite the story as a picture book for young children.

20 Ideas In
15 Minutes



What Makes for an Outstanding SEM School?

Knowledge
About the 

Model

Ownership
You build it 

your way…

….

Joyous

School 

Culture

Outcomes

Celebrate

Excellence

Teacher & 

Administrator
Trust

Team Work 

Makes the 

Dream Work

TOTAL
FACULTY

INVOLVEMENT

Energy
Work Smarter, 

Not Harder

Common
Goals --

Unique
Means



Preparing for Remote 2nd Grade
• Curriculum and Standards

• What was available? What was required?

• Prior Status Information 
• Standardized test information

• Notes from previous instructors

• My Own Assessments – Status Information
• Math & writing preassessments for upcoming units

• Surveyed parents and students re: interests, progress in remote

• My Own Assessments – Action Information
• Observations of participation/enthusiasm

• Positive parent emails, student messages

• Student requests



Differentiating Instruction through Grouping 
and Content Modification
*Almost all Zooms are for small groups based on academic readiness

*Curriculum Compacting, Acceleration, Auto-Differentiated Practice



Differentiating Instruction by Interest

Planned Activities (Choices)
• “Choose 2 or more of 4” word problems 

• Science writing projects:
• choice of experiment
• choice of topic within “ecosystems” 

category

Other choices:

• Optional extension activities for science 
and social studies

• Optional logic puzzles 

• “Anti-Coloring” creative art prompts

Response to Students
• Students asked for art

• I added art requirement to book project

• Students expressed enjoyment of science
• I added more optional science extensions

• Students enjoyed Book Creator app
• I added a “write anything” library for free 

writing

• Personally assigned digital books related to 
student interests:

• Weather
• Philosophy
• Alice in Wonderland
• Dinosaurs



Exposing Students to New Ideas (Type Is)
• Intentionally broad selection of assigned 

readings 

• Virtual field trips 

• Big picture before choices



Teaching Students New Skills (Type IIs)

• New apps and websites generate excitement and teach/reinforce 
specific skills 

• Teach & display creative thinking strategies

• 1-1 conferences (advanced/highly specific skills)



Opportunities for Extending Learning and 
Completing Independent Projects



Mansfield Summer Camp “Bringing Joy”

• Targeted disengaged learners

• Two 2-week sessions

• All grades, K-8

• Grouped by interest within grade bands

• Daily 45-minute group meeting followed by “office hours”

• Nearly all work completed independently

Prompt: How can we bring joy to our community?



Not only did we build a library 

and escape room, we also added 

some fun things including animals 

and a fountain. We are 

continuing to build in our world 
and it's a living project.



Smore’s Kits



4th Grade: Passion Projects

• Entire 4th grade remote class
• Replacement for teacher’s 

usual “holiday toys for the 
children’s hospital” activity

• Parent suggested a fundraiser, 
evolved from there

• Made time by shortening 
content instruction Zooms

• “In our last 20 minutes, go to 
your breakout rooms for Passion 
Projects”

Prompt: What are you 
passionate about changing in 
our community or world?



One group was 
interested in 
helping local 
businesses

Met with 
superintendent

Decided gift 
cards would go 

to essential 
workers 

Connected to 
local small 

business group 
representative

Teacher created 
GoFundMe 
(ongoing)

https://gofund.me/a47b9376



The Enrichment Triad Model

The Major Features of 
The Schoolwide Enrichment Model

{ All 
Students

{Candidates 
For

Follow-Up

Enrichment
Clusters and 

Renzulli 
Learning

For All
Students

Curriculum Compacting For High
Achieving Students

}



How can we make this easier? 
www.renzullilearning.com--free trials during COVID

http://www.renzullilearning.com/


•Renzulli Learning matches students’
interests and learning styles to thousands 
of enriched, challenging opportunities on-
line.  

•All activities and options are based on The 
Enrichment Triad Model, the CORE of the 
SEM.





Curriculum Modification For High Achieving Students



KNOWLEDGE

Curriculum    
Content    

PEDAGOGY

Instructional 
Strategies

Student 
Products

EXPRESSION STYLES

Classroom     
Organization    

MANAGEMENT

Technology

Technology

Learning/Teaching Styles:
Lecture, Discussion, Peer 
Tutoring, Simulations
Socratic Inquiry, CAI,
Dramatization, Problem
Based Learning, Guided &

Unguided Independent Study

Expression Styles:
Oral, Visual, Graphic,

Manipulative, Artistic, 
Written, Multi-Media, 
Service, Combinations 
of the Above

Content Modifications
•  More Material
•  More Drill & Practice
•  Easier Material  
• Greater Depth &  Complexity 
•  Student or Teacher Selected 
Enrichment Opportunities Related 
To  A Topic or Unit of Study 

On-line Courses
Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts
RSS Feeders, Screencasts

Flickr, Twitter
Social Networking Sites
Renzulli Learning System

Classroom Organization:
Forum, Cinema, 
Laboratory, Café, Conference, 
Boardroom, Lecture Hall, 
Circle, Hot Seat,  Study 
Carrels, Science/Media Labs,  
Computer Lab, Interest 
Centers, “Coffee House”

Grouping by: 
Interests, Skill Levels, Ability,
Within & Across-Grade
Cluster Grouping, Common 
Tasks/Projects, 
Complimentary Talents,
Cooperative Learning

(JSR: 1996)

Theory of Personalized Learning
Five Dimensions of Differentiation



Renzulli creates a unique menu for each student.Required Topic:  Study of The U. S. Constitution



The Total Talent Portfolio



Some of our 
Instruments for

Assessing 
Interests and 

Learning Styles
Interests

Learning Styles
Expression Styles





Open-Ended Questions

• Imagine that you have written your first book 
and you are ready to submit it for publication. 
What is the title of your book and what is your 
book about? 

• Student Response:

The title of my book would be “Runaway”. It will be 
about an Egyptian girl from ancient Egypt who runs 
away from home because she has a dream that she 
must find an ancient amulet from Alexandria. The 
amulet is the key to discovering an important fact about 
her great-great grandfather.



Interests

Learning 
Styles

Expression 
Styles





50,000 Enrichment Activities



Some of my favorite virtual field trips- museums
• American Museum of Natural History: Brian Selznick, author of Wonderstruck, leads a virtual 

tour of the museum, meeting field experts along the way.

• British Museum: This cool, interactive site lets kids browse the museum collection by time 
period, not by room, so kids can focus in on the era they're most interested in.

• Colonial Williamsburg: Eight different webcams let viewers peek in on what's happening at 
places like Merchants' Square or Raleigh Tavern.

• Frida Kahlo Museum: You might not be able to get to Mexico City, Mexico, but you can still 
explore the work of artist Frida Kahlo and imagine her life in the "Casa Azul" (Blue House).

• Historic Hudson Valley: This site offers many history-themed online experiences for kids, from 
"Traders and Raiders," which looks at the history of pirates in the greater New York Area, to 
"People Not Property," which teaches kids about slavery. There are also lots of ideas for at-home 
historical activities, like cooking with cornmeal or "tinsmithing" at home with aluminum foil.

• Metropolitan Museum of Art: The #MetKids site is geared for little ones, and lets them explore 
a cute, illustrated map to find treasures in the museum's collection.

• Musée du Louvre: The world-famous museum offers virtual tours by subject, from the body in 
art to Egyptian antiquities.

• Museum of Science: The #MOSatHome page offers virtual looks at the Boston museum's 
exhibits and hosts daily livestreams and webinars.

https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525078&xs=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scholastic.com%2Fteacher%2Fvideos%2Fteacher-videos.htm%233183923085001%2F1313177343001&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodhousekeeping.com%2Flife%2Fparenting%2Fa32403098%2Fvirtual-field-trips-for-kids%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7Cmaddaddysprinting.com%5Bcontent_id%7C44034254-8b6d-43f1-9e95-d0992a3b92aa%5Bcontent_product_id%7C%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C
https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/webcams/
https://www.recorridosvirtuales.com/frida_kahlo/museo_frida_kahlo.html
https://hudsonvalley.org/article/history-at-your-fingertips/
http://apps.hudsonvalley.org/tradersandraiders/
https://peoplenotproperty.hudsonvalley.org/
https://hudsonvalley.org/article/cooking-with-cornmeal-fresh-from-philipsburg-manors-gristmill/
https://hudsonvalley.org/article/tinsmithing-at-home/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids
https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne
https://www.mos.org/mos-at-home


• National Baseball Hall of Fame: Browse through the collection of photographs, 
memorabilia and more to learn more about America's national pastime. The museum 
also offers virtual programming on its YouTube page.

• National Constitution Center: Explore exhibitions about constitutional conflicts 
through the years, including "Hamilton: The Constitutional Clashes That Shaped a 
Nation." For a fee groups can also participate in live, virtual guided tours for up to 300 
people.

• National Gallery of Art: The National Gallery has 50 video tours specifically geared 
towards kids, focusing on a work and the people, places, and scenes surrounding its 
creation.

• National Museum of Computing: Located in Bletchley Park in the U.K., home of the 
famous WWII codebreakers like Alan Turing, this museum offers a virtual tour that 
takes visitors through the history of computers.

• Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History: You can bookmark this one to 
visit over and over, since it offers virtual version of every exhibition in the museum.

• The Vatican Museum: You can get 360 looks at nine rooms in the Vatican — including 
the magnificent Sistine Chapel.

•

https://baseballhall.org/discover/safe-at-home
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMqDrRYrO41PBV4Jx4YL3KtbKY76NYsMG
https://constitutioncenter.org/experience/virtual-tours
https://constitutioncenter.org/visit/group-visits/virtual-museum-experience
https://www.nga.gov/education/digital-education-resources.html
https://www.tnmoc.org/3d-virtual-tour
https://naturalhistory2.si.edu/vt3/NMNH/
http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/collezioni/musei/tour-virtuali-elenco.1.html


Egypt

Teacher Use – Teaching a unit on Ancient Egypt



Landmarks
• Buckingham Palace: Go room-by-room and see all of the amazing historical 

objects in the palace.
• Ellis Island: See the island the way the 12 million immigrants did between 1892 

and 1954 through a virtual tour with lots of first-hand stories.
• Mount Rushmore: The virtual tour of Mount Rushmore was created through 

3D scans of the mountain.
• Mount Vernon: Take a look inside George Washington's home the same way 

you would click through Street View on a Google Map.
• Plimoth Plantation: Take a tour of the site of the first Thanksgiving, and learn 

the history behind the event.
• The White House: President Obama narrates a tour of "The People's House," 

and you can scroll around and click on points of interest.

https://www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-buckingham-palace
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525078&xs=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fteacher.scholastic.com%2Factivities%2Fimmigration%2Ftour%2Findex.htm&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodhousekeeping.com%2Flife%2Fparenting%2Fa32403098%2Fvirtual-field-trips-for-kids%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7Cmaddaddysprinting.com%5Bcontent_id%7C44034254-8b6d-43f1-9e95-d0992a3b92aa%5Bcontent_product_id%7C%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C
https://www.cyark.org/projects/mount-rushmore-national-memorial/virtual-tour
https://virtualtour.mountvernon.org/
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525078&xs=1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scholastic.com%2Fscholastic_thanksgiving%2Fwebcast.htm&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodhousekeeping.com%2Flife%2Fparenting%2Fa32403098%2Fvirtual-field-trips-for-kids%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7Cmaddaddysprinting.com%5Bcontent_id%7C44034254-8b6d-43f1-9e95-d0992a3b92aa%5Bcontent_product_id%7C%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10155140995934238


Plants and Farms
• American Egg Board: The Egg Board has virtual tours of different egg 

farms, and many of them let you choose different videos for 
elementary and middle school students.

• Bonnie Plants: Home Depot takes kids on a multi-part virtual field trip 
to this grower, hoping to inspire kids to get into gardening 
themselves.

• Bright Farms: A farm grower in Irvington, NY shows kids how food 
goes from the field (in this case, an indoor grower) to the grocery 
store. There's even a quiz at the end!

• Farm Food 360: Kids can see 11 different sorts of farm and food 
plants, including dairy cow farms, egg processing facilities and an 
apple orchard.

https://www.aeb.org/eggs-in-schools/classroom/farm-to-table-virtual-field-trips
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525078&xs=1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homedepot.com%2Fc%2Fkids%3Fcm_sp%3Dvanity-_-Kids-_-JUL20&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodhousekeeping.com%2Flife%2Fparenting%2Fa32403098%2Fvirtual-field-trips-for-kids%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7Cmaddaddysprinting.com%5Bcontent_id%7C44034254-8b6d-43f1-9e95-d0992a3b92aa%5Bcontent_product_id%7C%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525078&xs=1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F410603232&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodhousekeeping.com%2Flife%2Fparenting%2Fa32403098%2Fvirtual-field-trips-for-kids%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7Cmaddaddysprinting.com%5Bcontent_id%7C44034254-8b6d-43f1-9e95-d0992a3b92aa%5Bcontent_product_id%7C%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C
https://www.farmfood360.ca/


And for fun--

•
Johnson Space Center: Boeing leads the tour through the Houston, 
Texas facility, covering the history — and future — of aerospace 
innovation.

• M&Ms Factory Tour: The Food Network hosts a virtual tour of the 
M&Ms factory and shows how the delicious candy gets made.

• Outer Space Tours: Kids can see the real surface of Mars, courtesy of 
the Curiosity rover. NASA also does virtual tours of the Moon, along 
with the International Space Station.

• Recycling Simplified: Take kids on a tour of a modern-day recycling 
center or landfill, and teach them about environmental sustainability.

https://www.boeingfutureu.com/virtual-field-trips/space
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/GtfkemNzG_I?controls=0
https://accessmars.withgoogle.com/
https://moon.nasa.gov/resources/168/tour-of-the-moon-4k/
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/main/suni_iss_tour.html
https://recyclingsimplified.com/for-educators/virtual-field-trips/


Renzulli creates a unique menu for each student.Required Topic:  Study of The U. S. Constitution



The Wizard Project 
Maker™

for Individual and 
Small Group Work
“The Wizard Project Maker helps 

my students see the ‘why’ in 

using the Internet.”



TYPE III
INDIVIDUAL & SMALL 

GROUP INVESTIGATIONS OF 

REAL PROBLEMS



• Research Skills

• Projects and Independent Studies

• Project-Based Websites and Online Activities

• How-to-Books

• Contests and Competitions

Type III Individual and Small Group 
Investigations



Some Type III Projects completed by students 
in Houston

Under Pressure - Project

https://renzullilearning.com/wp-content/uploads/VFP-Student-Videos/VPF-ZG-
Under-Pressure-Cropped.mp4

The Environment

https://renzullilearning.com/wp-content/uploads/VFP-Student-Videos/VFP-Kevin-A-
The-Environment.mp4

Recycle

https://renzullilearning.com/wp-content/uploads/VFP-Student-Videos/VPF-NA-
Recycling-Cropped.mp4

https://renzullilearning.com/wp-content/uploads/VFP-Student-Videos/VPF-ZG-Under-Pressure-Cropped.mp4
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frenzullilearning.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FVFP-Student-Videos%2FVFP-Kevin-A-The-Environment.mp4&data=04%7C01%7Csally.reis%40uconn.edu%7C1003dec56198409a0bc008d89ba2f8ea%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C1%7C637430471572054812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2sppq8w0Yw20J9OHjswJoXg4gd4TpUGeRiwn8Kvttlk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frenzullilearning.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FVFP-Student-Videos%2FVPF-NA-Recycling-Cropped.mp4&data=04%7C01%7Csally.reis%40uconn.edu%7C1003dec56198409a0bc008d89ba2f8ea%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C1%7C637430471572054812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Z3i8gYWHz7KNhWwERVGfKeYs250bXi87ibP6gKCqs%2Bo%3D&reserved=0


What Teachers Can Access in 
Renzulli Learning

• Student profiles, questionnaires, activities, sites visited and 
assessments completed

• Reports grouping kids by interest, learning and product styles

• Downloadable activities,independent studies, learning maps, and 
classroom work

• Enrichment Activity Search Engine

• Online discussion group to share questions, resources, ideas for 
class activities, etc.



The Teacher’s Role

The “Guide on the Side”

•Consulting

•Guiding

•Assisting

•Providing challenging 

follow-up

•Type III study direction





Creativity Training Activities

http://www.exploratorium.edu/music/index.html

Science of  Music

Why do some songs get stuck in your head? Do you sing better in the shower?   Enjoy many 

interesting  activities and games about music. Be sure to check out the dot mixer!!

https://pbskids.org/cyberchase/games/tangram-game

Tangrams

Move these tangram shapes and then try to make the different pictures shown below, using the 

hints provided if  you need help.

http://www.myweb3000.com/tangramgame.html
https://pbskids.org/cyberchase/games/tangram-game


Within These Walls
Historians use clues to understand the past. Use the clues in this house 
to learn about its history just like the professionals do!

https://americanhistory.si.edu/within-these-walls

• Discover five of the families who lived in this house from the colonial era to 
World War II.

• They weren’t famous, but the choices they made shaped their community 
and the nation.

Research

https://americanhistory.si.edu/within-these-walls


http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/

caer/ce/eek/nature/track.htm

Students who are interested in 

nature can study animal tracks 

and learn how to track certain 

species.  This site presents a 

mystery which students solve by 

examining animal tracks and 

tons of other exciting 

opportunities for kids interested 
in nature. 

Critical Thinking Activities

file://E/Documents and Settings/KBates/My Documents/My Pictures/teachersitelink.jpg


• Invention at Play

• https://invention.si.edu/tags/invention-
play

• Artists and Constructions

• Artopia: Theater

• Artopia: Painting!

• Artopia: Dance!

• Pop Up, Spin, Pull, Fold: Toy 
Books from the Baldwin Library

• Balancing Trick

• The Penny Bridge-
https://pbskids.org/designsqua
d/topbuilder/1/

• Thinkalong

Creative Thinking Activities



The Lewis and Clark Expedition: Google Earth
After Thomas Jefferson doubled the 
size of the United States with the 
Louisiana Purchase in 1803, he 
assembled an expedition to explore this 
vast territory. Leading the expedition 
were two former army captains --
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. 
Braving unfamiliar territory and 
dangerous conditions for more than 
two years, Lewis and Clark successfully 
crossed the entire western United 
States, mapping the territory and 
discovering its resources. Click 
"Discover" to experience the journey 
for yourself.

https://teachers.renzullilearning.com/redir.aspx?r=26016&url=https%3A//earth.google.com/static/wasm/%23%4043.61414605%2C%2D107.10269614%2C2402.09485009a%2C3203596.78d%2C35y%2C0h%2C45.009t%2C0r/data%3DCjsSORIgMGZlYjg5N2RiMTEwMTFlNjlmZWYzOTljMWQzYTJlZWYiFXBic19sZXdpc2NsYXJrX3NwbGFzaA


•Hundreds of contests & competitions

•Based on students’ interests

•Using authentic methods of research and inquiry

•Writing, Math, Science, History, Technology,  Debate, and 

the list goes on…

Contests & Competitions

Young Inventors!

The Young Inventors Awards Program is open 

to all students in grades 2-8 in the United 

States. Students must work to conceive and 

design their tool inventions. 



eBooks for Kids: a few of my favorite sites for Free 
Reads for Children

Magic Keys. ...
Project Gutenberg. ...
Gateway to the Classics. ...
Amazon's Free Kids eBooks. ...
FreeKidsBooks.org. ...
OxfordOwl. ...
Children's Books Online. ...
International Children's Digital Library.

GETEPIC.com--Free
access to thousands 

of high-quality books

https://www.getepic.com/


Book Resources

• Fiction and non-fiction books to 

match readers’ different interests

• E-books can motivate reluctant 

readers

• How-to books are a resource for 

independent projects



So what 

can I do?



Opportunities for Extending Learning and 
Completing Independent Projects



Apps and Websites to Consider for Differentiation and Enrichment  

  

Book Creator (shareable digital book making) – www.bookcreator.com  

Epic! (free digital books) – www.getepic.com  

FlipGrid (easy video creator) – www.flipgrid.com  

Set (logic game) – www.setgame.com  

Prodigy (gamified math practice) – www.prodigymath.com  

Dreamscape (gamified language arts practice) – www.squigglepark.com/dreamscape  

StoryBird (art-supported book making) – www.storybird.com  

Dreambox (gamified math practice) – www.dreambox.com  

Code.org (home of the Hour of Code - learn to code) – www.code.org  

National Invention Convention – www.inventionconvention.org  

Mystery Science (video-supported distance/live science curriculum) – www.mysteryscience.com  

  

A few more contests and competitions: 

 

Doodle for Google Art Competition - https://doodles.google.com/d4g/  

U.S. Kids Magazine Art Contest - http://uskidsmags.com/artcontest/  

National Young Composers Challenge - https://youngcomposerschallenge.org/  

Photo Competition - https://rangerrick.org/photo-contest/  

Nature-Inspired Art Competition - https://www.gettoknow.ca/enter  

Even more lists of contests and competitions - https://www.hoagiesgifted.org/contests.htm  

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bookcreator.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490258936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FwgZ7b2%2FKqXIqrzAY3ioCElRijDiq7qbLYFEo0RdseE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.getepic.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490268923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=duMS6B5EmKJ6czuiCXLG5zmtLe3%2BfnLe%2B1mmMI2i7b4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flipgrid.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490268923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QmCluiyKwtI%2BDzSt5qOw9TGg85zkkYqnNhul5eYUpLE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.setgame.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490278915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ATIjkaY2b0XxLC99hwcAz0KFT7u9Fa%2BS4kudxsw3Sx8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.prodigymath.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490278915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gim%2B2A5VhvDiM40djE9Mm0YUsdyBS8blKbX%2FmlqD790%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.squigglepark.com%2Fdreamscape&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490288910%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=i5uG88ge2jw7GU6lyhX8HI%2F0QdMQybMlrJPCt97DsFg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.storybird.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490298905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TBU5xd1mANHIEBeFCV%2Bhx8XKvyausoFSn5McM9ogDGc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreambox.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490298905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tNAYWw2AZK%2B2igNeOfDVQPcLqiL%2F7cEKxZ876AlIXFY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.code.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490308899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xIDyt5BSX3CAwBt0cHb2RJY0O3NYd5Od3OcUfRzp3%2Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inventionconvention.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490308899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KV9A8NKquRtSwVICLDLSNuw4d1R10RHfGBvek%2FtyIEM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mysteryscience.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490318898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lkvcPrO4Y8ZeQQsk%2Fm%2B1uySjtw9TW6VWSSvqqnHADzk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoodles.google.com%2Fd4g%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490328891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=L9Q6zA2Meo77YiE1pZ%2FaMSx%2Fo8MXIF0ww%2B7prnIe6eI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuskidsmags.com%2Fartcontest%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490328891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YO0pSDucYsj3LhKT%2FD7ZFIQ1A2qTfOlsbEEXj043OPc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoungcomposerschallenge.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490338883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hM2LQYD1v6iXaQM05rqlzOBVO7s94G9zCtOJbOeCnnA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frangerrick.org%2Fphoto-contest%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490348878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=USitigZ5OlJAUY47blBrtY3nSOCzPcOkMg5SIJO8nXo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gettoknow.ca%2Fenter&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490348878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=i%2BYAamREHmgUhOIH%2Bvng0YQqhg4QYFwR0IqbXKS95AM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hoagiesgifted.org%2Fcontests.htm&data=04%7C01%7Cdel.siegle%40uconn.edu%7C9aeda91b90e44d89b58508d8bfe2e3e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637470328490358872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2fM5OvMLgLiPbzBndF8IHiVUkqV67yynMmMmdLmgIh8%3D&reserved=0



